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• Landed. Milly Lee. 2006.  40 pgs. A young boy’s journey from 
China through Angel Island. 8-14. 

• Lixia of Gold Mountain: A Story of Early California. Clara Stites. 
2003. 58 pgs. Disguised as a boy, a Chinese girl travels to Stockton 
in the 19th century. 8-12.

• Nim and the War Effort. Milly Lee. 1997. 40 pgs. The challenges 
faced by a Chinese American girl who wants to contribute to the 
American war effort in 1943. 7-12.

• Striking It Rich: Treasures from Gold Mountain. Debbie Leung 
Yamada. 2001. 120 pgs. "First person" account of the Chinese in 
the Gold Rush. Excellent afterword on anti-Chinese laws. 9-15. 

• The Earth Dragon Shakes. Lawrence Yep. 2006. 114 pgs. Two 
accounts of the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, each told from 
the point of view of a Caucasian and Chinese child. 11+.

Chinese history and culture for kids

• A Ticket to China. Janet Riehecky. 1999. 48 pgs. An  overview of 
China and its people in pictures and simple words. 4-8.

• Adventures of the Treasure Fleet: China Discovers the World. Ann 
Martin Bowler. 2006. 32 pages.  Beautifully written and illustrated 
history book on an amazing historical figure. 8-16.

• Ancient China. Time Life Books. 1996. 64 pgs. Covers history, 
family life, religion, crafts, trade, inventions and more. 9-16.

• Chinese Empire. Philip Steele and Jessie Lim. 1999. 64 pgs. 
Beautifully written reference book covering ancient China, with 
crafts, activities.  10-16.

• Exploring Chinatown: A Children’s Guide to Chinese Culture. Carol 
Stepanchuk. 2002. 64 pgs. Chinese culture covering everything 
from tea to lucky numbers to games. 8-16. 

• Games People Play: China. Kim Dramer. 1997. 64 pgs. Tangrams, 
spinning toys, mahjong, and more, discussed in a cultural and 
historical context. 8-16.

• Grandfather Tang’s Story.  Ann Tompert. 1990. A folktale intro-
ducing tangrams.  8+. See also The Tangram Book. Jerry Slocum. 
2004 for an additional 2,000 tangrams.  

• Growing Up Asian American. Maria Hong, ed. 1995. 415 pgs.  
Stories of childhood, adolescence and coming of age from the 
1800s to the 1990s for many famous Americans. 12+.

• Houses of China. Bonnie Shemie. 1996. 24 pgs. Great for a school 
project, including bibliography. 9-16.

• Kites: Magic Wishes that Fly Up to the Sky. Demi. 1999.
Delightfully illustrated introduction to Chinese cultural symbols, 
complete with kite making directions. 6+.

• Made in China: Ideas and Inventions from Ancient China. Suzanne 
Williams. 1996.  45 pgs. Detailed; covers wide variety of discov-
eries from technology, medicine, astronomy, mining, paper and 
governance. 10-16.

• Moonbeams, Dumplings and Dragon Boats: A Treasury of Chinese 
Holiday Tales, Activities & Recipes.
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Children’s Museum of Boston. 2002. 80 pgs. Overview of 
major festivals; includes some crafts projects. Whimsical water-
color paintings. 7-12.

• 100 Celebrated Chinese Women. AsiaPacBooks. 1995. 200 pgs. 
Scholars, warriors, poets, revolutionaries, politicians, teachers and 
more.  Fine illustrations by Lu Yanguang. 11+.

• One Year in Beijing.  Xiaohong Wang and Grace Lin. 2006. 40 
pgs. An eight year old girl’s world. 4-8.

• Red Eggs and Dragonboats: Celebrating Chinese Festivals. Carol 
Stepanchuk. 1994. 44 pgs. Culture, holidays, and recipes com-
bined with peasant folk art. 7-12.

• The Secrets of Chinese Astrology. Derek Walters. 2003. 142 pgs. 
Beautifully illustrated; everything you want to know.  12+. 

• The Silk Route: 7,000 Miles of History. John Major. 32 pages. The 
link between the Chinese and Persian Empires is easily explained 
and beautifully illustrated. 8-11.

• Traditions from China, by Shelby Mandani. 1999. 46 pgs. Good 
cultural overview. 8-12.

Chinese American culture incorporated in fiction for kids  

• Almond Cookes and Dragon Well Tea.  Cynthia Chin-Lee. 1993. 30 
pgs. The friendship of Chinese American and Caucasian American 
girls. 6-10.

• April and the Dragon Lady. Lensey Namioka. 1994. 214 pgs. A 
Chinese teen navigates dating, parent conflicts and the influence 
of a stern grandmother. Teens and up.

• Dim Sum for Everyone! Grace Lin. 2001. For the preschool and 
early readers set. 32 pgs. Check out Grace Lin’s other picture 
books for kids – they are a treat!

• Red is a Dragon. Roseanne Thong and Grace Lin. 2001. 32 pgs. 
Colors, infused with cultural references, make for easy reading. 
4-8.

• Ruby Lu, Brave and True and Ruby Lu, Empress of Everything. 
Lenore Look, 2006. The adventures of a lively, strong willed 8 
year old Chinese American girl. 8-12. 

• Yang the Third and Her Impossible Family. Lensey Namioka. 1996.
Laugh out loud situations experienced by Yang’s culture shocked 
family in acclimating to America. Check out other Namioka books 
for kids and teens. 8-12.

• The Squiggle. Carol L. Schaefer. 1996. 30 pgs.  A child’s imagina-
tion changes a string into the Great Wall, a dragon, an acrobat, a 
lotus pond, and more. Superb picture book.  3-6. 

• The Year of the Dog. Grace Lin. 2006. 160 pgs. Lin shares the 
joys and challenges of her childhood in a wonderfully direct and 
endearing way. 8-12.


